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Join Us in Worship 

at Wesley 
 

Sundays (through May 20) 

8:30  Coffee Fellowship 

9:00  Worship Service  

10:10 Children’s Music & 

Sunday school for all ages 

11:15 Ignite Praise Service 

 

Sundays (starting May 27) 

9:30  Coffee Fellowship 

10:00  Worship Service  

 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   

 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

May Special Events 

Sunday, May 6 

 Confirmation at 9:00 

 Journey of Faith at 5:00 

Sunday, May 13 

 Mothers’ Day 

 Children sing at 9:00 

Sunday, May 20 

 Pentecost Sunday 

 Eggbake brunch at 10:00 

 Graduate Recognition 

 Sunday School Awards 

Sunday, May 27 

 Memorial Sunday 

 Worship at 10:00 

50 Days, Five Years, $250,000 
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Confirmed in the Faith 

Since last fall, I have had the privilege of working almost 

every week with eight wonderful young persons in our church - 

our 2018 confirmation class.  As we have studied topics from 

grace to Christ’s teaching, from the life of John Wesley to the 

sacraments, it has been my firm hope that seeds of faith have 

been planted in the confirmands’ lives, seeds that I pray will 

grow and mature in the years ahead and yield a bounty of faith in 

God Almighty and a future commitment to the church. 

But, it’s been said that “it takes a village” to appropriately 

raise children to adulthood, and it certainly takes a church to 

support an individual’s growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  I’ve  

continued a process of learning that has for most of these young 

persons included parental guidance and Sunday school lessons. 

In the coming years, will you also be included as a mentor, a 

teacher, a guide, and a friend?  Will you not only offer your 

congratulations as they join the church on May 6 but continue to 

be in contact with them, encouraging them, loving them? 

You may never know the impact that you have made on a 

person’s life by a kind word or gesture, a supportive action, or 

even a friendly smile. We all need to know that we are valued, 

that there are persons who care for us, and that we indeed are 

children of God. May you be messengers to these young 

persons, now and in the years to come of just such assurance. 

And, let’s not limit our loving support to this year’s 

confirmation class; let’s offer God’s love to everyone around us, 

for in so doing, we will be faithful and obedient disciples of our 

Lord and Savior.  May it be so!  Amen! 
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FIFTY DAYS – FIVE YEARS - $250,000 
Several weeks ago, your Wesley leaders began a capital campaign 
to raise funds to support our facilities.  Over the 5o days of the 
liturgical season of Easter, we have been and will continue to call 
upon our members and friends to make pledges of support, 
pledges that will be payable over a five-year period.  We plan to 
end this campaign on Pentecost – May 20, the 50th Day of Easter. 
Our goal is to raise $250,000 over the next five years, with the 
funds to be used for the mortgage on the new parsonage, replen-
ishment of a contingency fund for future building needs, and 
money for the next round of renovations in our church building. 
To-date, we have received over $150,000 in pledges, and persons 
have already provided over $40,000 in cash to meet their commit-
ments.  These funds will enable us to soon begin some of the pro-
jects that are needed and/or desired for our church building as 
well as to pay down a portion of the principal on the new parson-
age. 

We would like to receive your pledge of support by May 15 but 
will, of course, continue to accept additional pledges and gifts for 
this needed and worthy project. 

Please keep this project in your prayers and joyfully consider your 
pledge of financial support for the future of our church. 
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Dakotas United Methodist Camping in 2018 

It’s time!  Time to be registering for the 
summer camping season at our United 
Methodist Dakotas Conference camps: 
Wesley Acres on Bald Hill Creek north of 
Valley City; Lake Poinsett south of 
Watertown, SD; and Storm Mountain in the 
Black  Hills near Rapid City, SD. 

Information about our camps is available on the table at our 
Welcome Center in the lobby.  Scholarships are available for all 
youth who wish to attend any of the available camps.  Contact the 
church office or visit with Judy Christy or Pastor Jerry for more 
details. 

Here are some of the camps being offered this year at Wesley Acres: 

 WAC SonSeekers (grades K-3) for first-time campers and other 
young persons; two sessions: June 29-July 1 and July 12-14 

 Mini-Camps (grades 4-6) provide a full camping experience in a 
48-hour period; June 29-July 1 or July 12-14 (same as above) 

 Elementary Camps (grades 4-6) provide a week of activities 
(swimming, games, nature) and, throughout, a connection with 
God; June 10-15 or August 5-10 

 Minecraft Camp (grades 5-8) offers time to play, create, learn, 
and share through Minecraft activities; June 10-15 

 Star Wars Camp (grades 7-12) provides role-playing experiences 
while exploring biblical themes in the famous Star Wars movies; 
June 10-15 

 Family Camps provide an opportunity for the whole family to 
get away together, find fun, and grow in faith; June 15-17 or July 
27-29 

Similar and other camping opportunities are offered at the other 
Dakotas Camps.  Get a brochure at church or go on-line at 
www.dakcamps.org. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Brianna Myrold 

  2 Taylor Holm 

 Rachel (Iiams) Steckman 

  3 Duane Sandwick 

  4 Rodney Spicer 

  5 Carole Bischoff 

 Janet Christianson 

 John Nordlie 

 Diane Ferguson 

 Andrew Darling 

  8 Doug Williams 

 Greg Wicken 

 Taylor Just 

  9  Sandy Dittus 

 Tuesday Just 

 Megan Spaeth 

 Elizabeth Jossart 

10 Dorothy Lindberg 

 Cody Aarvig 

11 Isabella Whiteside 

12 Helen Emery 

13 Sharon Stewart 

 Erin Clow 

 Kristen Clow 

 Ethan Reed 

14 Linda Juntunen 

 Johanna Dittus 

 Bailey Just 

16 Kayleigh Blake 

 

18 Emily Beaton 

21 James Juntunen  

 Elena Rash 

22 Lonnie Lamberson 

 Bill Kerzman 

 Vanessa Guseman 

23 Bob Boyd 

 Erin Hager 

24 Melissa Nordlie 

25 Brooke Van Looy 

26 James McConnell 

 Kathy Tretter 

 John Galegher Jr. 

 Natalya Reed 

27 Krystal Ipsen 

28  Lisa Gores 

29 Alice Darling 

 George Wogaman 

 James Johnson 

30 Denise Ellis 

 Ethan Rash 

31 Sheila Galegher 

 Craig Goetz 

 Matthew Yaeger 
 

  ANNIVERSARIES 

  5 Ben & Barb Holien 

20 Greg & Anne Bryson  

26 Jacob & Jamie Rash  

29  Joel & Michele Iiams  
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Sunday School Update 

The last day for the spring session of Sunday school classes for chil-
dren and children's music will be May 13.  The children will be 
sharing some music at the 9:00 worship service that morning. 

Thank you to all of the teachers, helpers and music leaders who 
have dedicated their time each week, as well as those who have 
served as a substitute to help with our Sunday school ministry this 
year.  Thank you to the youth who have been classroom helpers or 
substitutes, too. 

Please consider if you would like to be part of Sunday school when 
we resume in the fall.  We will be in need of someone to serve as 
Sunday school coordinator as well as needing classroom helpers and 
possibly lead teachers. 

Judy Christy, current Sunday school coordinator, would be happy to 
visit with you about these opportunities if you are interested.   

The adult Sunday school classes will meet through May 6, and then 
take a break for the summer months. 

Children’s Sunday School music 

The Sunday School children will be singing 
for the congregation on Mother’s Day, 
Sunday, May 13, during the 9:00 a.m. 
service.  They are learning sign language for 
the two song selections they will be 
singing!  Please continue to bring your 
children to Sunday School so they can learn 
the words and sign language and be 
prepared for their presentation.  If anyone 
has any questions, please let me know. 
Thank you for your time and dedication. 

Kellie Burgess 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

The Wesley United Methodist Women have been very busy with a 
variety of mission projects this spring and it is our pleasure to 
report on several of these activities.  While various circles took the 
lead on the projects, we acknowledge persons from other circles 
and others in the church who contributed generously for the 
successful completion of these efforts. 

Mary-Martha Circle packed 72 Birthday Bags for the Northlands 
Rescue Mission. 

The New Generation Circle collected nut-free snacks and other 
items for the students at our neighborhood Winship school.  
Altogether, they provided the school with 50 snacks, over $200 in 
gift cards, 134 items of underwear, 74 pairs of socks, and 4 sweat 
suits. They will continue to collect non-perishable foods, nut-free 
snacks, and gift cards for groceries through the end of the school 
year to help families during the summer months. 

The Quilting Group delivered nine Quilts to the Shelter House for 
Women and Children. 

The “Bears, Books and Blankets” mission project will end on 
Pentecost Sunday when all members of the congregation will have 
an opportunity to join together in assembling “Comfort Kits” that 
will then go to our Spirit Lake Ministry Center.  Parents are 
encouraged to shop with their children and bring a stuffed bear, an 
elementary-age appropriate book, and/or a child’s blanket to the 
church on Mother’s Day, May 13.  All donations are welcome. 

Thank you to everyone for your contributions to these projects 

they were and are greatly appreciated! 
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Youth News 

Due to scheduling conflicts among the leaders, there will not be an 
end-of-the-year activity for our Wesley Youth Group.  Instead, we are 
waiting for our new pastor, Jeff Lathrop, to arrive, and then have a 
meeting with him, his wife Holly, parents, and youth  to make plans 
for moving forward into the future with our Youth Group.  So we will 
be planning a picnic and swimming party at Riverside Park to take 
place in late July/early August for that purpose.  After Jeff and Holly 
have arrived and a date is set, parents will be notified. 

Thank you for your commitment to the Youth Group – to the youth 
and their parents, and to our congregation members as well.  Our 
youth are vital to our congregation and to the life of our church. I 
know I speak for all of the youth leaders that we value their 
participation as well as getting to know them as they grow and 
mature in their walk with Christ.  If anyone has any suggestions, ideas, 
or any questions, please contact me, Marge Myrold, or Mark and 
Laurie Guy.  Have a great summer!! 

Kellie Burgess 

Pentecost Sunday Celebration 

On May 20, we will celebrate 
Pentecost—the birthday of the Christian 
church—with an eggbake brunch 
between our Sunday services.  A sign-up 
sheet will be circulated on May 6 and 13 
to obtain volunteers who will provide 
the food as well as set-up and clean-up.  
During the meal, we will celebrate the 
conclusion of our “Fifty Days, Five Years, 
$250,000” capital campaign, honor our 
graduates, and recognize our Sunday 
school teachers, students, and 

volunteers.  So, circle that date and 
plan to worship with us, eat with us, 
celebrate with us! 
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Our 2017-18 Journey of 

Faith will conclude on 

Sunday, May 6. 

Supper will be served at 

5:00 in the main floor 

Fellowship Room. 

At about 5:30, we will move 

to our sanctuary for a 

program of 

Faith and Music. 

Plan to join us for 

an evening of faith, food, 

and fellowship—and 

wonderful music! 

On Sunday, 
May 20, we will 
recognize and 

honor our 
Wesley 

graduates 
during worship 
as well as at our 

celebration 
brunch. 

Graduating this 
year are: 

Nicholas Holm, Red River HS 

Brianna Myrold, Central HS 

Jessica Warns, UND 

Confirmation Sunday, May 6 

Please offer your prayerful support to the following young 
persons who will be confirmed and recognized as members of 

God’s holy church on May 6. 

Jacob Curtis 

Emma Jackson 

Ryan Machart 

Dylan Martin 

Jackson Polries 

Chloe Whaley 

Emily Whaley 

Isabella Whiteside 

Remember: Our summer worship schedule 
begins May 27: One service at 10:00. 
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Online giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our 

web site at gfwesley.org.  

Click on the “online giving” 

tab and follow the steps to 

“make a donation”.  Or simply  

scan the QR code below.   

We thank you for your  

support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. 

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is Welcome! 

For questions,  

call Helen DeMaster  

 701.772.3584 

 

 

Wesley Book Club will meet on  
May 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Book: Still Life  
  by Louise Penny 

Hostess: Pat Henry 
 

 
 

For more information contact  
Pat Henry at pathenry@gra.midco.net 
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News Flash!! 

Jeff and Holly Lathrop 

have just informed us 

that Holly has been offered— 

and has accepted— 

a teaching position with the 

Grand Forks Public Schools. 

Thanks for your prayers on 

their behalf—and continue to 

keep them and their sons 

Noah and Izaiah in your 

prayers as they prepare to 

move to Grand Forks near the 

end of June and become our 

next pastoral family. 

During our 10:00 worship service on 
May 27, we will hold a vigil in 
memory of all from our 
congregation whose lives have 
ended in the past year. This is a 
solemn time, and yet a joyful one as 
well for we remember and hold 
dearly in our hearts the memories 
of these saints. 
With patriotic music, we also 
remember those who have died in 
service to our nation and all who 
have defended our freedoms. 

Do you recognize the names Corwin, Larimore, 

Robertson, or Sayre? 

Did you attend classes or participate in activities in one 

of the University Avenue buildings named after them? 

Were you ever a student at Wesley College? 

Would you like to remember or honor those days? 

Then plan to participate in a remembrance ceremony at 11:00 
on Thursday, May 3, on the lawn between these buildings on 
the UND campus.  Rain location will be in the nursing building 
on the north side of that area. 
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                                  OFFERING RECEIVED  

                 2017      2018 

Prepaid           

Pledges          $860.00     $5,780.00      

January   $30,008.22   $21,211.31 

February   $17,884.95   $17,843.01 

March   $21,161,86   $15,372.00 

April    $25,012.07   $20,381.05 

May    $23,298.36 

June    $19,875.01 

July    $20,196.81 

August   $13,769.38 

September  $16,844.35 

October   $21,174.21 

November $15,899.90 

December  $32,758.61 

____________________________________     

   Total      $258,743.73    $80,587.37 

          

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
 

April 1    165 

April 8    96 

April 15   107 

April 22   114 

April 29     90 

 

Contacting Pastor Jerry 

e-mail: jerry.bass@gra.midco.net 

cell phone:  701-775-5696 

 
Office hours:  9-12 Monday-Thursday 

 (other times by appointment) 

    (these may vary, so best to call ahead) 

The Altru Wings of Hope 

Bereavement Services will 

be conducting their semi-

annual memorial and burial 

service on Saturday, May 5, 

at 10:00 at Babyland in 

Calvary Cemetery on North 

Columbia Road (use the 

10th Ave North entrance)  

This service is for all parents 

who have experienced a 

miscarriage in the past six 

months and any family 

members or friends who 

wish to attend. This includes 

parents who may have 

miscarried at home or in 

another facility but would 

like to be part of this service 

as a memorial to their little 

one. Questions may be 

directed to Bereavement 

Services at 701-780-5257. 

Summer worship schedule 

begins May 27: One service 

at 10:00 with coffee fellow-

ship at 9:30. 

mailto:jerry.bass@gra.midco.net
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Minutes 

Leadership Team Meeting 

Feb. 21, 2018 

7:15-8:45 PM  

Present: Pastor Jerry Bass, Anne Bryson, Judy Christy, Berniece Holm, Bill Kerz-

man, John Martin, Brittany Peterson, Kyle Whitcomb, Jessica Zerr 

Absent: John Galegher, Rick Asche, Andrea Snortland, Kelsey Tretter   

I. Pastor Jerry lead the team in devotion and opening prayer. 

II. The Parsonage Purchase update was given by John Martin, Anne Bryson, 

Jessica Zerr. Closing went as expected on Feb. 21, 2018. Jessica Zerr (first 

service) and John Martin (Ignite service) will each give a brief report on the 

closing details. A written report will be printed in the February newsletter. 

Utilities will switch to Wesley on the date of possession—March 15—as 

listed in the purchase agreement. Trustees will work with John Galegher to 

make sure that utility billings are appropriately set up and that the property 

tax exemption status is secured by date of possession. John Martin, Kyle 

Whitcomb, and Ryan Zerr will take care of snow removal from March 15 as 

needed through the end of the season; no new snow removal contract will be 

required at this time. A care and maintenance plan will be established from 

now until occupancy so that he parsonage ready for the Lathrops (exact mov-

ing date TBD) and that the property is appropriately maintained throughout 

the year.  

III. Jessica Zerr and Pastor Jerry presented the budget prepared in advance by 

John Galegher, Treasurer.  Bill Kerzman made a motion to accept the pro-

posed budget, including salary increases as listed, retroactive to January 1, 

2018. Kyle Whitcomb seconded the motion. Discussion centered on the sta-

tus of the budget relative to last year and a salary line included for a potential 

additional staff following a study of staffing needs. Motion passed unani-

mously.   

IV. Pastor Jerry led a discussion on the “State of the Church.” Reaching out to 

the community; building a strong culture of active, engaged members; build-

ing a signature ministry; and preparing for the next pastoral transition 

emerged as important themes. Discussion of future capital needs were pre-

sented, which led to a discussion of capital campaigns. The team called for 

more information on the feasibility of a capital campaign.  

V. The next meeting will be March 21, 2018 at 7:15 PM.  

VI. Pastor Jerry closed the meeting with prayer.  
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Leadership Team Meeting Minutes March 21, 2018 

Present: Jessica Zerr, Pastor Jerry Bass, Kelsey Tretter, Judy Christy, Brittany 
Peterson, Berniece Holm, Kyle Whitcomb, Rick Asche, John Galegher 

Absent: Andrea Snortland, Anne Bryson, Bill Kerzman, John Martin 

I. Pastor Jerry led opening devotion and prayer.  
II. Announcements 

a. Review of minutes from Feb. 21 meeting. On amendment: Kelsey Tretter 
listed as absent. Motion by Berniece Holm to approve the minutes as 
corrected. Second Kyle Whitcomb. Motion passed.  

b. Parsonage update: Wesley took possession of the parsonage on March 15. 
Will begin put together a list of projects in the parsonage to have it move-
in ready by June 25.  

c. Pastor Jeff Lathrop and family visited Grand Forks, March 16-18. The 
family “camped” at the parsonage and expressed their appreciation to the 
Leadership Team and congregation for allowing them a change to 
introduce their young boys to what will be their new home. 

III. Reports 
a. Program Ministry sub-group meet to identify needs.  

i. Welcome Team/Greeters will need a new organizer; Dawn Boyd had 
been coordinating and recruiting volunteers. Berniece Holm as agreed 
to organize volunteers for Welcome Team/Greeters, but would like to 
identify additional help and ways to make the system work. The team 
also discussed refresher training for Welcome Team/Greeters to be 
arranged at a later time. Leadership Team members offered 
suggestions about how to streamline recruiting such as asking 
members to sign up for standing weeks (1st Sunday, 2nd Sunday, and so 
forth) or to sign up for a month. The Program Ministry group will 
continue to organize and revise the system.  

ii. Signage (inside and outside) Needs. Bernice Holm, Brittany Peterson, 
John Martin (Trustee), and Kyle Whitcomb (Trustee) will work 
together on this project. Phase 1 will focus on signage needs on the 
main floor. John Martin and Judy Christy will also help research costs. 
Goal: bring a report on options and costs to the Leadership Team in 
May.  

iii. Question from a congregational member about how we contact or 
follow-up with visitors, such as sending letters to visitors. Leadership 
agreed this was a good idea and it should be an intention effort. 
Additional organizing and planning is needed. 

b. UMW Report 
i. UMW has made an initial connection with Winship Elementary 

School. UMW is learning about specific needs the school (faculty and 
students) have and are helping to meet those needs. Through this 
outreach Wesley hopes to build neighborhood relationships and help 
meet the needs in our neighborhood. 
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ii. Circles also organizing birthday bags for residents at the Mission.  
c. Pastoral Transition and Welcome Activities to be planned. Come with 

ideas for discussion at the next meeting. Note: The Conference 
recommends the incoming pastor is present but does not preach or plan 
the first service after the start date. Note: Pastor Jeff’s first Sunday will 
likely be July 1st, with July 4th holiday on Wednesday.  

d. Pastor Jerry clarified the Holy Week Schedule. 
IV. Nomination brought forward by Jessica Zerr to elect Judy Christy as Vice-

chair/Chair-elect to begin office in January 2019. Discussion followed about 
how a chair rotation might work with elected terms of office: 1 year as vice-
chair/chair-elect, 1 year as chair, 1 year as past chair. Vote called. Results of 
vote: Judy Christy elected as the Vice-Chair/Chair Elect. 

V. Treasurer’s Report.  
a. General fund balance: $12,154. All bills current.  
b. Mortgage Payments on the Parsonage to begin March: $730/month.  
c. Property tax exemption filed  for the parsonage 
d. Discussion of available funds for upcoming projects such as carpet 
 cleaning and painting touch up to ready get the parsonage move-in ready, 
 signage for church (see discussion notes above). 

e. Capital Campaign Plans. Discussion of setting a goal $250,000 raised over 
 5 years for funds related to building costs/needs/future improvements: 
 parsonage mortgage, replenish maintenance/ contingency fund, and 
 continued improvement projects (such as but not limit to projects such as 
 improvements to the north entry, replacement of accordion wall at the 
 back of the sanctuary).  Next steps and communication planning 
 discussed. Details forthcoming.  

VI. Pastor’s report: Opening devotions called our attention to the way intentional 
planning at one church lead to the development of a signature event that 
blessed a community and a congregation alike. Pastor Jeff Lathrop, incoming 
pastor in July, has experience with MCCI, family ministry, and event 
planning. Pastor Jerry challenged the Leadership to think about ways that our 
congregation is moving out of “interim” thinking to active ministry thinking. 
Questions: How can we think about our congregation’s role in the 
community? What do we want people in the community to think of when 
they hear “Wesley United Methodist Church”?  

VII. Rick Asche and Kyle Whitcomb gave report on Northlands Mission and 
United Way. Both organizations, which Wesley has supported and served, are 
seeing encouraging and exciting success stories.  

VIII.Looking ahead/upcoming discussions: summer calendar discussions, staff 
appreciation, pastoral transition planning, confirmation (May 6) 

 
Next meeting: April 18, 2018  
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Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Interim Pastor: .................................................. Reverend Jerry Bass 
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: ................................................ Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 12 
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs 
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.  

 

 

For our Prayers --- 
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Valley 4000: Vivian and Ole Dahlen, Kyle 

Whitcomb’s mother 

At Country Estates: Verle Ralston 

At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol 

At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, and 

  Charlene Kotts 

At Mapleview Memory Care: Phyllis Sand, Del Kindem  

At Parkwood Place: Helen Teske 
 

Those in Their Own Homes: 

Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, 

 Shirley Hoff, Iris Root, Carolyn Strand, Marijo Whitcomb’s  

 mother and father. 
 

If there are people, joys, or concerns that you would like to have 

included in this monthly prayer list, please email details to 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com. Please obtain permission to share. 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep 

up with what's 

going on at Wesley 

 


